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A ﬁ:rt}zigkt!y look at the latest Zaioks

""Me
elected Poams
raderick Witliams.

Fradarick Williarme came
are from Jamaica at ths

Memba Wen'"
oy

ge of 17, te join hia
arents and continue kis
ducation. Today [ie works
or British Rail in London.

He published his firs1 book
f poemez —— ““Moving Up"’
1 1978, anc he's perdformed
is work here and in tha Wast
wies., on  television ard
adio.

In his intredustion to Me
flerina Wen, he says:

“If every dne who roads
hese peoms can find
leasur= in at
han i..
ny time."”

il Mot Rave wasied

The bonk opsns with
'Forward Peoet’”, so weli
vritten hat you wonder if the
vat of the psams can ieave
uch a lasiing impression:

“0Oh, Bless tha noe! 1o usa
he wards
‘o open and atimulate minds,
et the poet go forward
To ddmonish the -;oung the
el
fhe weak,
ald.”

tho strong, “the

Harrassmant is one of a
wmber of piaces written in
fizlect. The kook containg 8
sriaf but worthwhile glossary
or those who may not
Jjnderstand zome of thesa
~ords.,

Don't cpll r8 & tramp s
typical of the poems,
touching on the joys and
tribuintions of blag! paonla:
"Have you ever expericnced
extrerne desparation

‘zast one line,

.

Compiled by Clive Davis -

Ly

Ip—h-. [T e T

Frederick Wo!l:ams .

Then the iaw gert hold of you,
lock you in Jail,
So you stop starting to cry,
waiting o die."”

JId recommend this book.
Even if you don't like ail of the

" paems, you wiil read one that

you wonr't farget.

Me Rlamba Wen costs
£1.95, and is availavle frem
the foilowing London book
shops:

Bogle L° Ouuer‘zum
Ealing.

MNew Beacon Buois,
rlI:IQhu.r Fark.

flew Times Books
Hackney

Centerprise, Hacknay

Sabaar Books, Crixion.
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s it all for?

Racism aond Reaction by Peter Ratcliife (Routledge
E12.50)

1381 will go down as the year when books on race reiations
went aut of fashion. The iast decade has seen g flood of well-
meaning studies into discrimination — without much action
from the Establishrment. It's taken this summar's riots to reach
the parts of politicians pleading words cannot reach — their
conscience. ’

Peter Ratcliffe’s study of the Handsworth area of Birm-
ingham taok four y2ars to complete, getting the views of 1,100
West Indian black. brown and white residents. it's ail very
warthy, but the suwey anded in 1978, and a lot of material has
already been publishzd in anorher boox twe years age. So who

T.‘.e peaple in Handsweorth dun't ﬂf-egﬁgka& E}d
they live in bad conditions and the ﬂnlit.uans A va
it's not Peter Ratciiffe’s fault that F‘an::smq d Repcticn has

aiready been overitaken by 2 bnick .hrc- g\ i
window. This t-ook is as heavy as a brmﬁ’ Sut L‘ B
cheaper, . c'j):
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HACKNEY'S tough street life

. is featured in a sharp and

witty book of poems to be
launcheéd this weekend.

Local poet Frederick
Williams deals with the
pressures suffered by
Hackney youngsters in his
second book, ''Me Memba
Wen,"" which will he published
tomorrow (Saturday .

The book — half in
Jamaican dialect and half in
Standard English — describes
youth unemployment. racial
tensions and youngsters'
relations with local police.

It is aimed primarily at a
black readership, but the
author hepes whites will be
able to read and enjoy it too.

As well as describing life in
Britain for West I[rdian
youngsters, the book is
designed to give local peopie
an insight into life in the
Carribean,

EXTRACTS

It will be launched at a
““Cultural Spectacutar’
tomorrow (Saturday)
featuring the author reading
extracts of his work, the Black
Echo Dancing Group, African
‘Drummers, an art exhibition
and the KP International
Disco.

The beook launching will be
held at St. Mary of Eton
Church Hall, Eastway,
Hackney Wick between 7.30
pm and 11.30 pm.

‘“Me Memba Wen' is the
author'second book.
Frederick, 33, of Navarino
Road, Dalston, had his first
book published in 1988,
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